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Consumer Expenditure Survey: 
Quarterly Data from the 
Interview Survey 


First quarter 1992 
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This report presents se )ected expenditures by different kinds includes air travel as well as mass transit.) 
of consumer units im the first quarter of 1992; these data are e The Northeast and the South each spent about 28 percent of 
from the Interview poriion of the Consumer Expenditure the education aggregate. This was less than their population 
Survey. The report also briefly discusses differences among share in the South and more than their population share in the 
demographic groups in shares of aggregate expenditures. Northeast. 


Comparisons with the same quarters of previous years are made 
for all consumer units (table A). Estimates of quarterly — At. —_ of annual aggregate expenditures by region of 


expenditures are less reliable than annual estimates because of (Aggregates in millions, uniess otherwise indicate!) 


the smaller number of observations in a quarter. T 

hem Aggregate | Northeast, Midwest | South West 
Aggregate expenditure shares. Aggregate expenditure shares, a ia 
also referred to as market shares, show the portion of aggregate Gn thousands) ... 97.918 20.400| 2¢813] 232.7411 19.964 
expenditures spent by each group of consumer unils. Population share 
Aggregate expenditures are calculated by multiplying the mean (percent)... 100.0 208 253 33.4 20.4 


expenditure for a group by the number of consumer units in that Distribution of 
group. Examinitg aggregate expenditure shares is an alternaic aggregale 

way of analyzing expenditure data of different kinds of expenaitures: 
consumer units. Selected aggregate expenditure shares 


ciassified by region of residence from the integrated 1991 — “ee —— = 4 _— 4 
expenditure survey are presented in table A-1. See the = shee | «= 508.299] 25.1] 21.0] «= 280] 259 
upcoming 1990-91 Consumer Expenditure Survey bulletin for Apparel and 
more information. Among the notable findings: services ........... 169.494 226 24.0 325} 210 
e The aggregate expenditure share for shelter in the western Transportation. 504.293 196 249 340} 214 
United States was 5 percentage points greater than its Public 
. . . Entenainment..... 144,099 208 249 29.2 25.0 
e The aggregate expenditure share for public transportation E ae 43.727 282 236 288 194 


was greater than the nopulation share in the Northeast and less Cash 
than the population share in the South. (Public transportation contributions ...... 93.052 177 254 314] 255 


Table A. Selected average quarterly annualized expenditures’ of consumer units for the first quarters, 1986-92 


Expenditure group 1966 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 
Total expenditures 00... $21 190 $21,570 $22 531 $24,812 $25,630 $26,210 $27,245 
a idea ial 3,215 3,362 3,839 4,054 4,248 4.271 4,288 
EK 2.280 2.366 2,820 2.953 3,077 3.225 3,213 
Food away from home... 935 995 1,019 1,101 1,172 1,046 1,074 
I en i al a 6.552 6,832 7,135 7,614 7,990 8,238 8,738 
Shetier®...... a tidiais 3,677 3,879 4,058 4.475 4 646 4.989 5 299 
Owned GwelliIngs 2,089 2,194 2.211 2.576 2,617 3,156 3,292 
Rented dwellings 0.0... 1,231 1,315 1,477 1,491 1,524 1,577 1,711 
Other lodging? 357 370 370 408 504 256 297 
Utilities, fuels, and public services ... 1,853 1,812 1,920 1,938 2,040 2.102 2.130 
House furnishings and operations _. 1,022 1,140 1,158 1,202 1,304 1,147 1,309 
Apparel and services ......................... 846 865 948 953 958 $78 976 
TPANSPOTANION occ ccececeeereene 4,323 4,002 4,778 4 666 4.7% 4.484 4,773 
Vehicle purchases 2... 1,946 1,645 2.262 2,027 1,954 1,691 1,907 
Gasoline ano motor Off 00... 960 832 884 900 953 971 909 
Other transponation expenses ...... 1,416 1,526 1,632 1,739 1,623 1,822 1,957 
ID diiiedicininiatsctniansntidiiin iat 1,608 1,038 1,073 1,270 1,366 1,447 1,512 
Entertainment nsseageeesseenseenn nal 906 906 1,090 1,198 1,205 1,180 1,222 
Ail other expenses). 4,340 4 564 4 667 | 5,057 | 5,134 5811 5,735 
" The expenditures are estimates for a particutw quarter presented as annual rates 3 inctudes alcoholic beverages, reading, education, tobacco, miscellaneous expendi 
(the valves are multipied by 4). tures, personal care, cash contributions, and personal msurance and pensions. 


2 Tho tom “expences tor other properties’ e included in miecellancous expenditures 
i 1991 and 1992. Prior to 1991 it was included in other lodging. 
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Table Gath tc TESTE Sire tases A eetege gubiieryenger | Wes ot ab erent et ois anlar nen setvey tat gearier ee 
on Complete reporting of income 
hem units Total Lowes! Second Third Fourth Highest reporng & 
complete 20 20 20 of 
repornng percent percent percent percent percent 
Number of consumer units (in thousands)... 100.568 86.925 17,347 17,395 17,380 17,382 17,420 13,643 
Number of sample interviews... 10,313 8 880 1649 1,719 1,753 1,831 1,928 1,433 
Consumer unil Characierisics: 
income before taxes? ial $34,439} $34.39 $5997} $14,797) $25685|) $41,110] $84,453 (7) 
Average number of persons in consumer uni! 25 25 18 23 26 23 3.1 25 
Age of reference person... 474 474 505 S14 463 435 45.4 475 
Number in consumer unit: 
Eamers 13 13 6 Ss 14 17 20 13 
Vehicles... is is 8 15 20 24 293 18 
Children under 16... 7 7 = 6 7 3s s 7 
Persons 65 and over 3 3 “ 5 3 2 2 3 
Total expencitures $27,245 $27,619 $11,739 $16,931 $24,265 $32,748 $52,334 $24,860 
Food 4.288 4 242 2574 3,113 3,906 4,370 6634 4579 
Housing 8.738 6.783 4478 6.134 7232 9,332 15,815 8.452 
Sne.ter 5.299 5,336 2.682 3,559 4,420 6.100 9,906 5,062 
Owned dwellings 3.292 3,309 $33 1,510 2,060 4,140 7 888 3,181 
Rented dwellings 00 1,711 1,738 1645 1,949 2,185 1,724 1,187 1,537 
Otner lodging 297 289 104 100 175 235 631 344 
Utiites, fuels, and public services _...._.... 2.130 2,117 1,384 1,810 2,021 2.343 3,025 2.215 
House fumishincs and operations... 1,303 1,330 413 736 1,091 1,489 2,685 1,175 
Apparel and services... 376 965 380 534 770 1,120 1,995 1,076 
Ee 4.773 4,667 1,411 2.596 4 664 5.749 8,900 5,450 
Gasoline and moto’ of! ' 909 914 438 686 925 1,135 1,383 680 
Other transportation expenses..__............... 3,664 3,753 9373 1,908 3,739 4614 7518 4571 
ee ae 1,512 1,540 Pers 1741 1,513 1,885 2,047 1,333 
Emtenainment 1,222 1,253 415 715 1,150 1 464 2516 1,025 
__ All other expenses? 5.735 6,174 1,537 2,527 4,726 7 627 | 14.425 2.944 
See footnotes al end of tabies 
Table 2. income before taxes: Average e es' of ail consumer units, interview survey, first quarter, 1992 
pn Complete reporting of income 
-_ units Total Less $10,000 oanne8 $30,000 orn.nee $50,000 
reporting $10,000 $19,999 $29.999 $39,999 $49,999 over 
Number of consumer units (in thousands)... 100 S48 86.925 16,531 °8.127 14.719 10 446 7,902 19,197 
Number of sample interviews 0... 10,313 8.880 1,562 1,771 1,464 1,137 627 2.119 
Consumer unit Characteristics: 
income before taxes? $34 439 $34,439 $5,768 $14,565 $24 664 $34 S09 $44,143 $81,342 
Average number of persons in consumer uni! 25 25 18 23 25 27 3.0 3.1 
Age of reference person... 474 474 504 514 465 446 428 452 
Number in consumer unit 
Earners... 13 13 6 4 13 15 18 20 
Vehicles .............. 19 19 i.) 15 19 22 25 29 
Chiidren under 18 7 7 4 6 7 8 10 9 
Persons 65 and over 3 3 4 5 4 2 1 2 
Total expenditures | $27,245 $27,619 $11,653 $16,808 $23,631 $26,157 $35,739 $50,999 
Food 4 2868 4.242 2,557 3,095 3,680 44% 5,35 6,508 
Housing 8.738 8.783 4,425 6.115 7,407 8622 10,733 15,393 
Shelter... 5.299 5.3% 2.661 3,539 4,383 5.198 6.649 9.603 
Owned dwellings 3.29? 3.309 930 1 481 4,971 3.246 453) 7641 
Rented dwellings 1,711 1,738 1625 1.958 2.250 1,775 1641 1,171 
Other lodging 297 289 106 oe) 163 176 277 791 
Unilives, fuels, and public services 2.130 2.117 1346 1629 1.981 2.171 2,416 3,005 
House furnishings and operations 1,309 1,330 418 748 1,043 1,253 1,669 2.765 
Apparel and services 976 961 378 526 753 958 1,229 1,922 
Transportation ...... 4,773 4667 1,372 2.586 4,583 5,093 6,229 6.659 
Gasoline and motor oil 909 914 435 68: 915 1,040 1,186 1,366 
Other transportation expenses 3 864 3,753 937 1,905 3669 4.053 5,043 7.782 
Health care ................... 1,512 1,540 G54 1,292 1,521 1,604 1,944 2.004 
Emenainment 1,222 1,253 422 699 1,059 1,302 1,72 2.421 
A! otner expenses‘ inet 5.735 6,174 | 1 S44 2,495 4426 6.141) 8,579 14,000 
See footnotes ai end of tables 


Table 3. Age of reference person: Average quarterly expenditures! of all consumer units, interview survey, first quarter, 1992 


A 
tem = Under 25 25-44 45-64 65 and over 
Number of consumer units (in thousands)... 100.568 7,853 43.283 27,372 21,461 
Number of sample interviews... 00000 10,313 732 44793 2875 2.167 
Consumer unil characteristics: 
income before taxes? $34,439 $15,307 $38,730 $43,139 $22,130 
Average number of persons in consumer unit... 25 18 3.0 26 17 
Age of reference person... 474 216 47 53.7 743 
Number in consumer unit: 
ES eee i3 12 16 16 5 
Te 19 1.1 20 23 15 
ile 7 6 12 4 1 
Persons 65andover. 3 ) ?) res) 14 
LTTE LOAD TT $27,245 $15,636 $30 541 $31,711 $19,024 
EE 4,268 2,608 46768 4.909 3,304 
Housing ...... 8733 4814 10,357 9,384 6,06/ 
EE eT 5.299 3,152 6.499 5,652 3,205 
TTT EE 3,292 368 4,000 4,046 1,949 
TE aT EE 1,711 2678 2.269 1,105 1,019 
li rccentennenmemianes 297 106 230 500 237 
Utilities, tuels, and public services. 2.130 1,040 2.169 2,483 1,992 
House fumishings and operations... 1,309 622 1,690 1,249 869 
Apparel and services... 976 744 1,206 1,047 506 
Ee 4,773 3,448 5,401 5,529 3,006 
Gasoline and motor of. 909 636 1,009 1,078 589 
Otter wansponaiion expenses... 3,864 2,812 4,333 4,451 2417 
Health care 1,512 307 1,244 1,658 2,304 
Entenainment 1,222 822 1,349 1,576 651 
TAT 5,735 2.894 6.305 _7,807 3,186 
See footnotes al end of tables 
Table 4. Region of residence: Average quarterly expenditures’ of ali consumer units, interview survey, first quarter, 1992 
hem consumer Northeast Medwes! South Wes! 
Number of consumer units (in thousands) 100 568 21,043 25.113 33,921 20,491 
Number of sarnpie interviews 10,313 2,285 2,751 3,026 2.251 
Consumer unit characteristics. 
income before taxes? $34 439 $38,534 $31,458 $31,984 $37,735 
Average number of persons in consumer unit... 25 24 26 25 2.7 
Age of reference person : cieiiatismiidaiats 474 478 470 478 470 
Number in consumer unit 
Eamers ..... 13 13 14 13 14 
a 19 15 20 19 23 
Chiloren under 18 7 6 7 7 8 
Persons 65 and over 3 3 3 3 3 
Total expenditures... $27,245 $28,972 $25,067 $25 452 $31,084 
- eee 4,288 4518 3.910 4,044 4916 
8,738 9,945 7,707 7 484 10,639 
ES 5.299 6.435 4,302 4,255 7,082 
Owned Gwemings owe 3,292 4,012 2819 2.580 459 
Rented dwellings ... 1,711 2.013 1,241 1479 2.358 
Ot 297 410 242 196 414 
Unites, fuels, and public services 2.130 2.373 2,142 2,052 1,996 
House furnishings and operations 1,309 1,137 1,262 1,176 1,76) 
Apparel and services... 976 1,132 826 ed 1,057 
Transportation ..... 4,773 4321 4,521 5,106 4 996 
Gasoline and motor of 909 796 903 950 967 
Other transportation expenses 3 864 3,525 3.618 4,155 40% 
Heal care. ................. 1,512 1,556 1,421 1,519 1 566 
Emenainmert ............. 1,222 1,244 1,241 1,027 1,498 
All MPvor merges __5,735 6.255 | 5.461 53% 6.210 
' The expenditures are estimates for a partcular quarter presented as 3 Vaiue less than 0.05. 


annual rates (the vaives are mulipled Dy 4) 


2 Income values are derived trom “complete repurters” only, see technica! 


4 includes alcoholic beverages. reading, education, tobacco, misceliane- 
pensions 


Technical Note 


Data in this report are from the Interview portion of the 
Consumer Expenditure Survey, conducted by the Bureau of the 
Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The survey consists 
of two components: (1) a Diary or recordkeeping survey 
completed by respondents for two consecutive l-week periods, 
and (2) an Interview survey in which the expenditures of 
consumer units are obtained in five interviews conducted every 
3 months. The data are collecied in independent samples of 
consumer units thal are representative of the U.S. population. 
The Interview sample, selected on a rotating panel basis, 
consists of approximately 5,000 consumer units cach quarter. 

The Interview survey data include large expenditures, such 
as property, automobiles, and major appliances, or expenditures 
that occur on a regular basis, such as rent, utility payments, or 
insurance premiums. The Interview survey covers approx- 
imately 95 percent of all expenditures. 

Users should know about some limitations of these data. 
First, for some analytical use-, the data should be seasonally 
adjusted. BLS is working on a seasonal adjustment method, 
which requires several years of data. In the absence of 
computed adjustment factors, one may make comparisons with 
the same quarter of the previous year or earlier years. Sccond, 
for infrequently purchased items there are fewer reports in a 
quarter than there are for a year. In order to obtain statistically 
reliable estirnates, a sufficient level of reporting is required. 
Therefore, the tables based on quarterly data show less detail 
than those based on annual data. in addition, quarterly data 
tend to be more volatile than annual data. 


U.S. Dupartment of Labor 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, DC 20212 


Official Business 
Penalty for Private use, $300 


Changes in the 1991 questionnaire may account for somc of 
the change in certain items such as owned dwellings, othcr 
lodging, health care, and miscellaneous expenditures. 


Brief definitions 


Consumer unit. These consist of members of a samplc 
household related by blood, marriage, adoption, or other icgal 
arrangement, a single person living alone, or two persons or 
more living together who share responsibility for at least two 
out of three major types of expenses—food, housing, and othcr 
expenses. The terms houschold or consumer are used for 
convenience. 

Complete income reporiers. \n general, a complete income 
reporter is a consumer unit which provided values for at Icasi 
one of the major sources of its income, such as wages and 
salaries, self-employment income, and Social Security income. 
Even complete income reporters may not have provided a full 
accounting of all income from all sources. 


Total expenditures. These are the transaction costs, including 
excise and sales taxes, of goods and services acquired during 
the interview period. The averages include expenditures for 
gifts and contributions and payments for pensions and personal 
insurance. 


For further information, contact the Division of Consumer 
Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Postal Square 
Building, Room 3985, 2 Massachusetts Avenuc, NE., 
Washington, DC 20212-0001. Telephone: (202) 606-6900. 


